bAN UitbU uruuix 
October 8, 1978 


-The death of a Xennedy 




■ rfr , .,., r , ^.^vjjiracy.?, ‘So much trash' 
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Of RFK Death 


By otto scon n. . 

—THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. 
KENNEDY: A Searching Look at the 
Conspiracy and Cover-up 1968-1978 by Wil- 
liam W. Turner and Jonu G. Christian; . 
Introduction by Dr. Robert J. Joling; 
Random House; photos; appendix; index; 
-397 pages; $12.95. 

President John F. Kennedy was the 
first; next was the killing of Oswald by 
Jack Ruby. Then followed the assassina- 
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, the assas- 
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the 
crippling of Gov. George C. Wallace. 

In each of these dread events the respon- 
sible individuals' were immediately cap- 
tured and all but Oswald convicted and 
•rur^jned. Yet the nation was left with an 
enuunng sense of frustration mainly be- 
cause — despite reams of publicity — 
there has been a conspicuous, dismaying 
lack of intelligent analysis and description 
of not only the preparations of the assas- 
sins, but of their motives. Only Edward 
Jay Epstein has provided a rounded de- 
scription of Oswald, though the implica- 
tions he opens regarding press coverage 
and competence and the state of the CIA is 
fairly scary. For the rest, confusion clouds 
the figure of petty criminal James Earl 
Ray, convicted assassin of Dr. King; a pit 
of darkness has swallowed dull-witted 
Bremer, crippler of George Wallace, and 
Sirhan Sirhan sits neglected in prison 
while the admirers of Robert F. Kennedy 
continue to deplore the senator’s untimely 
death. * 

This turning from what would seem the 
natural starting place for any investiga- 
tion marks the methods of Turner and 
Christian, though both are experienced. 
Turner is an ex-FBI agent; Christian an 
ex-broadcast “newsman.” .They are not 

drawn toward Sirhan, whom they consider 
innocent, so much as to other, seemingly 
peripheral characters — though Sirhan 
was captured with a smoking gun amid a 
crowd of witnesses. 

The central Tumer-Christian suspect is 
an itinerant evangelist named Oliver B. 
“Jerry” Owen, who thought he picked up a 
hitchhiking Sirhan and almost sold him a 
horse the day of the assassination. In 
pursuit of this tale, which the police dis- 
missed, Turner-Christian rush down many 
streets and cul-de-sacs, shouting angrily/ 
In their course they reveal some heavy 
prejudices against the FBI and the CIA, , 
the Los .Angeles police and former Chief | 
Ed Davis, former L.A. Mayor Sam Yorty, ; 
various district attorneys, judges, at least » 
two former state attorneys general and 


some appointed officials and elected perso- i 
nages. 

Their major argument is that Sirhan 
was “hvpnoprogramed” by evil forces to 
serve as a decoy while the real assassins 
went to work. The authors believe this 
same program covers and links the shoot- 
ings of President Kennedy, Dr. King and 
Gov. Wallace. They also believe that these 
events are the work of a right-wing cabal 
out to kill all liberals, and explain the 
Wallace shooting was necessary because 
' Wallace was siphoning votes from Nixon. 
Various names are dragged out to sup- 
port this theory; Jim Garrison, the ex-New 
Orleans D.A. who sought political fame 
through his own Kennedy Investigation, 

. lawyer Vincent Bugiiosi, various naive 
; individuals from show-biz and broadcast- 
ing and some Washington wire-pullers who 
should (and probably do) know better. • 
The theory conspicuously omits all but 
domestic targets. It casts dark insinua- 
tions in many directions, and even seeks to 
include evangelical Christianity in its hier- 
archy of evil. This Pogo approach (“We 
have met the enemy and he is us”) was 
I funny in the hands of a cartoonist, but is 
j now tiresome and intellectually insulting. 

J Our government is not a criminal conspir- 
acy, but I now believe many of our nation- 
, al troubles stem from persons willing to 
hurl hysterical accusations. To me, this, 
book is a graphic and sad illustration of 
the old adage that “When reason sleeps, 
dreams of lunacy arise.” • ’ 

Scott is an author and free-lance 
reviewer.*, — - -r * - • 


Robert F. Kennedy was shot, in 1968. at his mo- 
ment of greatest triumph, in tne signt of many- 
people, by Sirhan Sirhan. 

This young Palestinian was subsequently 
charged with the murder, tried in open court with 
every constitutioinal protection, convTctec ana 
sentenced to death — a sentence ovemden when 
the California Supreme Court and later the high- 
est court of the land struck down capital pumsn- 

ment as it was then im nosed. ■* . 

How, the o, can there by any count that Sir nan. 
arid Sirahn alone, killed Kennedy? -To ask this 
question is to be ignorant of the resourcefulness 
of those who have studied and written about the 
assassinations of both Kennedys and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Was it not St. Paul who said that 
faith is the evidence for things not seen? • *-' 
These writers have ample faith in their almost 
invisilbe premises. Their readers should have an 
equal amount of skepticism. 

I do not mean to dismiss this book out of hand 
It does truly raise some troubling questions and 
illuminates corners not heretofore believed to be 
dark, the comer even of the kitchen in the Am- 
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, scene of the fatal 
shooting of Kennedy. 

' One might be tempted to take the book more 
seriously if It were not so flamboyant, so melo- 
dramtic. 1 would prefer a more straightforward 
presentation — the bare facts and logical Anfei;- 
ences drawn from them. \ 

The authors claim that while Sirhan was the 
visible assassin, there were more and' different 
bullets fired at Kennedy from those in Sirhan’s 
gun. They present what seems like formidable 
evidence and suggest, obliquely, the identity of 
those who might have done the unseen shooting, 
including a mysterious damsel. 

They suggest that Sirhan may have been a 
• “Manchurian candidate.” set up as the killer 
through powerful suggestion in the nature, ol 

hypnosis. * 

They claim a gigantic conspiracy on the part oi 

law enforcement officials. • - . r .. 

Lest one dismiss the book as so much trash in a 
garish style, U is only fair to point out that a good 
deal of care went into Its production. * / 

In the last analysis, the book may be a reflection 
of American’s preoccupation.. with mysteries and 
dirty work at the crossroads. ‘ ^ ; t 

Too often in the past we have been disillusionec 
by official explanations that turn out to be false 
Now we lend to discount everything that is tolc 
.us. We want to penetrate to the core of things, es 
specially if that core is rotten. Our gullibility is ii 
v brewing nothings -• ; . v 

. . . v ; v . Press — Cheap SuvTinw Wife -%VT 4 

THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. KENNE- 
DY by William Turner and John Christian, Ran- 
dom House, $10. Non-fiction. The reviewer is a 
Chicago lawyer whose “Henry Miller: Years oi 
. Trial and Triumph, 1962-1964 has just been 
published. * . *. * ^ J 'V 






